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REF: STATE 205707 

1 . 1 CALLED ON PRIME MINISTER BURNHAM AUGUST 28 
AND DELIVERED THE PRESIDENT'S INVITATION. BURNHAM 
WAS VISIBLY PLEASED OVER IT. HE IMMEDIATELY SAID THAT 
HE APPRECIATED AND WAS HONORED BY THE INVITATION AND 
THE WARMTH OF THE PRESIDENT S WORDS. HE WANTED VERY 
MUCH TO VISIT PRESIDENT CARTER AND WOULD LIKE TO 
ACCEPT THE INVITATION, BUT HE COULD NOT GIVE AN 
IMMEDIATE RESPONSE. HE RECOGNIZED THAT TIME WAS 
VERY LIMITED AND ASKED WHETHER WE HAD A DEADLINE FOR 
A RESPONSE. I SAID THAT I WAS NOT AWARE OF A DEADLINE 
BUT I WOULD INQUIRE AND LET HIM KNOW. IF BURNHAM CAN 
ATTEND THE CEREMONY HE WILL TAKE HIS WIFE VIOLA AND 
PROBABLY FOREIGN MINISTER FRED WILLS WITH HIM. 
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2. BURNHAM EXPLAINED THAT THE POLITICAL CRISIS CAUSED 
BY THE INDUSTRY-WIDE SUGAR STRIKE LAUNCHED BY OPPOSITION 
LEADER CHEDDI JAGAN ON AUGUST 24 WAS THE REASON HE COULD 
NOT GIVE AN IMMEDIATE ANSWER. THE STRIKE GIVEN THE 
EXISTING CRISIS IN GUYANA'S ECONOMY WAS, IN BURHAM'S 
WORDS, THE MOST SERIOUS POLITICAL FIGHT HE HAD FACED-- 
AN ARMAGEDDON. HE HOPED TO BE ABLE TO END THE STRIKE 
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THIS COMING WEEK BUT HE WAS NOT AT ALL CERTAIN THIS 
WOULD BE POSSIBLE. HE SAID IF HE LOST THIS BATTLE IT 
WOULD BE THE BEGINNING OF THE END FOR HIS-GOVERNMENT. 
SIMILARLY, IF HE CAN BREAK THE STRIKE JAGAN WOULD BE 
FINISHED AS AN EFFECTIVE POLITICAL LEADER. THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S COMMENTS ON THE STRIKE AND OTHER SUBJECTS ARE 
BEING REPORTED SEPTEL. 

3. COMMENT: BURNHAM'S STATEMENT THAT THE STRIKE NOW 
PARALYZING GUYANA'S PRINCIPAL FOREIGN EXCHANGE INDUSTRY 
IS OF GRAVE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE IS 
ACCURATE. EVEN WITHOUT THE STRIKE GUYANA HAS INSUFFICIENT 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE TO MEET ITS IMPORT NEEDS. AND NUMEROUS 
DEBTS ARE BEING DEFERRED. END COMMENT. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED. ADVISE CONCERNING DEADLINE FOR 
RESPONSE. ALTHOUGH THE QUESTION OF BURNHAM SENDING A 
REPRESNETATIVE DID NOT ARISE DURING OUR MEETING, IF HE 
CANNOT ATTEND WOULD IT BE ACCEPTABLE IF HE WERE TO SEND 
A REPRESENTATIVE SUCH AS THE FOREIGN MINISTER? 

BLACKEN 
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